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  ! ! "En "En aÓrchØv aÓrchØv h™n h™n oJ oJ lo/goß, lo/goß, kai« kai« oJ ooJ oJ lo/goß lo/goß h™n h™n pro\ß pro\ß to\n to\n qeo/n, qeo/n, kai« kai« qeo\ß qeo\ß h™n h™n oJ o oJ oJ lo/goß. lo/goß. 

Joh 1,1 Im Anfang war das Wort, und 
das Wort war bei Gott, und Gott war 
das Wort. 

John 1,1 ! "En aÓrchØv h™n oJ lo/goß, kai« 
oJ lo/goß h™n pro\ß to\n qeo/n, kai« qeo\ß h™n 
oJ lo/goß. 
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IVP-NT Commentary
1:1-2.  Beginning like Genesis 1:1, John alludes to the Old Testament and Jewish picture of 
God creating through his preexistent wisdom or word. According to standard Jewish doctrine 
in his day, this wisdom existed before the rest of creation but was itself created. By declaring 
that the Word “was” in the beginning and especially by calling the Word “God” (v. 1; also the 
most likely reading of 1:18), John goes beyond the common Jewish conception to imply that 
Jesus is not created (cf. Is 43:10-11).

  ou#toß ou#toß h™n h™n e˙n e˙n aÓrchØv aÓrchØv pro\ß pro\ß to\n to\n qeo/n. qeonqeo/n. qeo/n. 

Joh 1,2 Dasselbe war im Anfang bei 
Gott. 

John 1,2 ou#toß h™n e˙n aÓrchØv pro\ß to\n 
qeo/n. 
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Joh 1,3 Alle Dinge sind durch dasselbe 
gemacht, und ohne dasselbe ist 
nichts gemacht, was gemacht ist. 

John 1,3 pa¿nta di" aujtouv e˙ge÷neto, kai« 
cwri«ß aujtouv e˙ge÷neto oujde« eºn. o§ ge÷gonen 
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1:3.  Developing Old Testament ideas (e.g., Ps 33:6; Prov 8:30), Jewish teachers emphasized 
that God had created all things through his Wisdom/Word/ Law and sustained them because 
the righteous practiced the law. (Some even pointed out that Gen 1 declared “And God said” 
ten times when he was creating, and this meant that God created all things with his Ten 
Commandments.) Ancient Jewish teachers would have agreed with verse 3.


